“. 


CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


PUBLISHED BY PHILEMON CAN 


FIELD. UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE CONNECTICUT BAPTIST CONVENTION. 


———— 


*WHAT THOU SEEST, WRITE—AND SEND UNTO THE— 


CHURCHES.’ 


————— 


VOL. VILL.--NO. 5 


WHOLE NO. 369. : 


—~ 


CONDILUIONS. 


_ TILE CH ISTIAN SECRETARY, 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY, AT HARTFORD, CONN. 


UNDER THE DIRECTION OF A COMMITTEE OF THI 
CHRISTIAN SECRETARY ASSOCIATION, 
AND 


PRINTED BY PICLEMON CANFIELD, 
Six Rods South of the State House. 
Price Two Dollars a year, if paid within 3 months 
ef the time of subscribing; if not, an addition of 50 


cents will be charged. — slaue to be } aud by Subscri- 


hers 
. = . vs -_ . 1] be 

A discount of twelve and a half percent. will | 
made to Agents, who receive and pay for cight or more 
copies. 

— 

All subscriptions are understood to be made for one 
year, unless there is a special agrecment to the con- 
trary at the tume ot subscribing. 

No paper will be dis« ontinued except at the op- 


tic f th and arrear- 


Publisher, until notice is given, 


; 


onwveen ty 
ages |} 
All letters on subjects connected with the paper. 
hould be addressed to Philemon Canfield, Post Pap. 
We intend to adhere Sfrictiy tu the DO C'on tifions.” 


—_ —____— — — 


fromthe New Ye ra Voserver. 
WHAT THE TIMES DEMAND. 


It cannot be demed that American Chris- 
tans are just at this momentin very peculiar 
circumstances. It is in vain to disguise the 
fact, that the operations of the cnenues of re- 
ligion have recently assumed peculiar vigor 
In ordinary cases itis well to take no particu. 
lar notice of he hostile movements of the wick- 
ed. But when the enemy comes in like a flood, 
this course ts at once unwise and wnpractica- 
ble. The Psalmist says, * | beheld the trans- 
gressors and was grie:ed But if the grief of 
a good man -s ever to be called forth at the con 
duct of the wicked, he must open his eyes and 
‘behold’ them. Avainst the enewes of the 
faith, the power of man without the sword of 
But the hearts 
of all are in the hands of the Lord, who will al 
ways meet the wants of lis people, whenever 
he sees the way to be prepared. All these out- 
breakings of enmity are noticed by him, and he 
is accustomed to display lis power shen men 
make his law void, either by sophistry or by vi- 
olence. 

There is, then. abundant reason to believe. 
that the present is a tune when the Almighty 
will make known the exceeding greatness of 
his power and riches of his grace in the midst 


ofus. It is therefore incumben upen Chris 
tlans, we Cults ate and exercise a | the virtues, 


which are tue proper fruits of that Spirit, whose 
first movements are among the churches. And 
what then are the virtues that ought to dwell 
most richly in the hearts of Christians, at such 
a juncture ? 

1. Humility. Should the — pirit’s more special 
influences descend upon Christians, he would 
wnake them deeply sensible of their past sinful- 
ness. He would set beture them their coldness 
of spiritual affection, their eager pursuit of 
wealth and honor, their sinful conformity to the 
world in spirit and conduct, and their unfaith- 
fulness todying souls around them, and to their 
crucified Lord, and make them feel that their 
inquities had separated between them and their 
God. Instead of wasting time im mutual re- 
proaches, or wondering at the desperate hard- 
thood of those who never knew the Saviour, 
they would, with broken-hearted penitence, 
wonder most at God’s forbearance towards 
themselves. 

2. Kindness. It is of great importance that 
Christians should exercise holy and proper feel- 
ings, towards all the mmpentent, and especially 
towards those who actively oppose the truth. 
The Psalmist was in a desirable state when he 
said, ** 1 beheld the transyressors and was griev- 
ed”? 

The Apostle Pau! requires Christians not to 

render ‘railing for railing, but contrariwise 
blessing.” And a greater than Paul tells his 
people, ‘ Bless them that curse you, dv good 
to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you and persecute yeu.’ By 
sucha course, Christians will treat the enemies 
of the Gospel as Ged treats them. * For be 
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust.” 

Very contrary to this spirit are all sharp re- 
plies, all cold sarcasms, all taunting observa- 
tions, calculated only to provoke and irritate. 
Let us not omit to be faithful, whatever oppo- 
sition or obloquy it may provoke. But let us 
be faithful, just as God is, and provoke only by 
great kindness. ‘The heart must be very obdu- 
rate which can deliberately persevere in a 
course of open opposition, winle surrounded 
and beset with the manifest and heartfelt griet 
of the good and pious. What but Jewish un- 
belief could be obstinate enough to withstand 
our Saviour's dying prayer? 

If any thing can make a Christian feel this 
tenderness towards those who are vet in the gall 
of bitterness and in the bonds of iniquity, it is 
the thought of his own oirginal condition. One 
that has a just sense of his own indebtedness 
to sovereign grace, will be far from triumphing 


the Spirit, would be of no aval 


Military men as-ure us that blusterers and {glorious things. 
bragvadocies are almost always 


hard names |uleness of heart, without jealousy or contention 
There is every thing to inspire this moral |tear fell upon every saint, and they hed faves 
courage among the friends of the Gospel he! with all the people; the voice of opposition 
present state of thing is itself a proof of the di- | was hushed, the scurner saw nothing to mock 
vine authority of religion ‘Chthehat gay ——_—_—_—_—_—_———— — 
there shall be scotfers.”" The Apostles were MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT. 
always encouraged, whe » High Priests 
a9 BY er ye e h ve pr bg Prie -; and From the Christian Watchman. 
adaucees and opposers oO - Oospe vere So _ a “ 
nerepaation Reggae Mp... eee ee fl ADVICE TO SERMONIZERS. 
} 
| 


most active. It was when these saw the bold- | 
ness of Peter and John that they took knowl | From the discourse, delivered at the Ordination o: 


edge of them that they had been with Jesus. | MR Esrxezer Turesnen, Jr. to the pastoral 
The disciples prayed for this orace. ** And charge of the first Bipust ( burch ion Poriland, Dec. 
now, Lord, behold their threatenings, and grant | (5, 1528, by Rev. Mr. Sharp, of this city, we make 
unto thy servants that with all boldaess they may | ‘se extract. which follow. They contain coun- 
speak thy word. And when they had prayed, s 11 the conduct of the sacred office, especially in 
the place was shaken,” &c. ts public ministrations, which may be pondered 
ihe zealous « bristian may well be bold and | wiih saiutary effect 
decided, and firm, at such a time, because he ; 
knows that the Gospel of his hopes is divine— 
and that the causeis of God. The consciences 
of its enemies are all onthe side of truth. Even 
when they are gathered together against the 
Lord, and against his Christ, they know they 
are in the wrong. 

i he Christian may be bold also, because he 
knows that the cause he is engayed itn wil 
finally triumph. ‘The bitterness of opposition, 
the growing union and gathering streng h of the 
enemies o holiness ought not to fill the Chris- 
tian’s heart withdismay. Llhey cannot succeed 
--they cannot put down religion—they cannot A minister may preach the truth and yet his 
defeat the purposes of God, and blot oat ms [@"guage may be so diffiuse, so tame and inap- 
name from under heaven. God moves along propriate, as to produce no effect on his audi- 
in the accomplishment of his designs, without “@C®> except to lul. them to sleep. How im- 
being agitated or perplexed by such opposition portant then that a minister should give good 
And if the heed to find out appropriate words that will be 
Spirit of the Lord lifts up a standard, he will impressive 5 words which shall enlighten the 
produce this moral courage in his people. — rstauding, aud affect the heart ; and come 

§. Diligence 5 the Christian bes ne Quake 0°°* With power on the conscience. i‘he 
words of the wise, says the preacher, are as 


In finding out acceptable words, the great 
object of a preacher shou!d be, that he may use 
language which is best adapted to impress his 
people with the truths which he delivers. 

it he would do this, he ought to study to ex- 
press himselt in a sunple, perspicuous and plain 
manner. tle should not only use words which 
may be understood, but wich cannot well be 
misunderstood. He should so meditate on 
his subject, that every word shall have its 
meauing. 

° % - * » 


ilis people ought to do the same. 


of the final prosperity of the cause in winch he 
is engaved, so neither can he feel any uncer. 8984s, and as nails fastened by the masters of 
tainty as to the means by which this oneeinen ee nblies. lf a preacher wouid make his 
to be secured, The triumph of the cross wiil hearers feel, be must avoid metaphysicai <is- 
be brought about by the influence of txuTu, Wisttions and abstract reasonings, and mere 
** Por it hath pleased God by the foolishness of systematic modes of discussion, and bring re- 
preaching to save them that beheve.”’ And that ligion home to the business and bosoms of 
is precisely the system of means which is now ©” A minister should be like an advocate 
in operation. There may be circumstantial va- 4 the bar. He makes himself acquainted with 
riations ; some anerdentals may be altered with the principles of legal science, the nature of 
the increase of light, and zeal. and prety. But evidence, and the tnaxims of written and un- 
the machinery ts set ap and arranged, by which written law. But .hen he appears before the 
the world us a Pe SOP aEdee dau! yey RUE court he does not constantly dwell ap, abstract 
rial sage sash - ve - knowledge which he possesses in prosecuting 
ance, in working it. lt remains, therefore, te or defending the part:cular case ci his client. 
Christions, knowing precteeiy a = \ similar course shou!d be pursued by preach- 
. do, gin’ — s with - suet“ oe. ers ot the gospel. ‘Their minds should be well 
oit. And every indication of Providence, ¢ “2 ee - 
pain admonition of the Bible tells us with one Rates was esate ree es on - 
voice, * Do it, do it!” — ge —, a ering aS 
Undoubtedly one of the clearest inlieasions me Rapes 0 Rip pen as po 
af he Girine gueseees Oe wap gene Ri 7 character of their hearers. Their illustrations 
ae toate head pagrws rimeyiiinin should be derived from scenes that a — 
ance, that God will accomplish his work by stood, and their eo See ~ iy ofr rs 
means —by means which are wisely adapted to - ges: the acca oe — es . ; sa 
the end—by just such means as are now be- ware. | uch instances of aa - .r ig "The 
fore us. ‘This is the stamiard which God will me the discourses of our essed Lord. The 
a ‘hen he makes his people feel their re- parables of the barren fig-tree ; the marriage 
pinceli. -Sergpalamaaia ati supper, and the prodigal son ; not only taught 
sponsibility. ail God it is the danger of untruitfulness ; the awful 
a rm roe an ms tone attend ol as consequences of slighting the gospel ; and the 
vossible to devise ‘ans better ac - - Paty ’ . r 
sory than those pointed out by God, se that willingness of God to eget wis yim Me 
, ner ; but in a way that couid not fail to fix the 
he may well say, ** What could have wage edecvae ta attention and touch the heart. If such be the 


more in my vineyard, that } have not done in character of our instruction, we shall express 
it?’ And yet th re is a peculiarity in human ox serine 
: en ourselves : 
wickedness. [tis so great and perverse, that 
all the means wlich Letinne Wisdoin could put 
into our hands, will never conquer it. When- : 
ever, therefore, we see men brought under the The words of a preacher are acceptable 
full influence of the Gospel, we see a demon- when they indicate that he fecls a proper spir- 
stration of the Spirit of God. ** Not by might, 1 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord There are words which are unacceptable, 
of hosts.” And when hristians are ina prop- because they indicate a wrong temper in the 
er state of mind, they will deeply feel this truth ; person who uses them. ‘A word fitly spo- 
with a strong confidence of success will be uni- ken, 1s like apples of gold in pictures of sil- 
ted a lively feeling of dependance on that Spir- ver.” In his most powerful remonstrances, 
it. So that while they cheerfuily and zealous- and in his most awakening appeals, a preacher 
ly press onward. they will be prepared to render should make it manifest that he ts actuated by 
to God all the glory of success. feelings of benevolence. Solomon has left us 
A rock on which zealous Christians some- 2 striking example of the affectionate manner 


** In thoughts that breathe, and words that burn.” 
* * * * ” 


times split seems to be, that with a proper esti- in which the most faithtul warnings may be | 


mate of the necessity of means, and of their ob- given. Some of the most solemn cautions and 


ligation to be diligent im evangelical labors, severest rebukes are coupled with tue lan- | 


e . ” 
there is mingled something of seif-sutficrency guage of paternal tenderness. * My son, 


—of independence. 
with undoubted safety, that when hristians when he was about to announce the most un- 
will do right, and feel right, the cause will pros- welcome truths How calculated was this to 
per. For such a spirit will not prevail, except win the attention ; to conciliate the feelings, 
through the presence ot the Holy Ghost. 
the sign and the token that the Spirit of the Lord what he had to communicate ! 
is lifting up bis standard among the churches, | * * * * * 
when Christians are willing to do the work of} There are indeed some preachers who 
the Lord, and ascribe all the glory to him from think they have gained an important point, if 
whom cometh their help. they can succeed in making their hearers an- 
6. Brotherly love. Brotherly love is a dis- | gry. 
tinguishing mark of discipleship. Its prevalence | will 'e accomplished. Hence they adopt an 
is spoken of, as the most triumphant proof to abrupt, coarse, and half-savage kind of address. 
the world, that religion 1s divine, and the most| [hey break through all the decent forms of 
satisfactory evidence to an individual that he| society, and mistake rudeness for Christian 
himself is born again. ‘It is a.so particularly | fidelity. 
connected with the success of the Gospel. The| ‘There may be here and there a person, 


| dinary grace, prove highly injurious. 


It may however be said Was a favourite expression with him, even, 


It is and to prepare the way for the reception of) 


They then expect that some great good | 


or taunting when he lovks at the guilty conduct! Apostle Paul expresses his abhorrence of that 
of others. carnal spirit which divides brethren into parties 

3. Boldness. The boldness which the Holy and sects. It provably contributes more than 
Spirit inspires, is very different from that often any one thing, to cherish the prevailing doubt 
assumed in cases of difficulty and opposition. whether vital religion is real or not. But when 
Itis a moralcourage the fruit of unwavering | we see the brethren knit together, and their 
faith. It shows itself ina steady march towards | hearts beginning to melt. ‘ like kindred drops 
its object, unmoved by threats and undaunted | that mingle into one,” then we know that the 

¥ Opposition. ‘This calm stedfastness distin-| Spirit of the Lordis there. And if we could 
guishes it from the rudeness, aud noise, and| only see them rallying round this standard, in- 


whose mind raises him just one degree above 
the brute creation, who can feel nothing but 
words like these. Yet they are not acceptable 
words. Where they are the means of convert- 
ing one soul, they probably confirm in irreli- 
gion and wickedness, one hundred. 
Such a mode of adddress has its origin, to 
use the mildest terms, in defective views of 
Christianity ; and in an ignorance of human 
nature. It is ** the goodness of God that lead- 


harsh clamor, which sometimes pass for it. | stead of their party banners, we should expect eth us to repentance.” And itis the kind- 


Formerly, when those who ; ness of man, giving a tone and earnestness even those that practiced it, that it was a departure 
cowards. | believed were of one heart and of one mind. 
Cou, age does not consist in calling an opponent and did eat their bread with gladness and sin- 


o the voice of reproof and warning, that finds from early practice. 
its Way most readily to the hearts of his fel- Hall, an English Episcopalian, a laborious in- 
iows. It is what goes from the heart that vestigator of the subject, declared, that he knew 
reaches tothe heart A preacher should im- ©fno Protestant who denied that immersion was 
‘ate the prophets and the apostles if he would Apostolic usage. The Greeks, who must best 
we successful. And what words did they understand the precise import of the word Bap- 
fuse? Listentothem. ‘Turn ye, turn ye, O tizo, and the phrases in which it occurs in the 
house of Israel; why will ye die.” % As New Testament, have always, down tothe pres- 
though God did beseech you by us.” ** Breth- ent day, decided in favor of immersion. 
ren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for — And is it demanded how we account for the 
Israel is, that they might be saved.” fact, that multitudes at the present day, profess 
It was tender expostulation and entreaty, to believe, and do seriously believe, that sprink- 
mingled with solemn warnings, and the out- ling for baptism may be vindicated from the Bi- 
| pourings of a soul filled with the love of God, ble? We answer :-.--The practice extensively 
and an affectionate concern for the salvation of Prevails, and cannot casily be changed. —_-Min- 
his fellow men, that gave Whitefield such a /!sters and churches are deeply interested in 
power over the vast multitudes, who attended Upholding, and in defending their practice ; so 
his preaching. He would frequently be in that they cannot look at the subject in an un- 
tears before he began to speak. And while , biassed manner, and read the Bible without a 
he was addressing the people on the grand | Veil upon their hearts. And the multitude who 
‘concerns of judgement and of mercy, he was | fe not in this way directly entangled, do nev- 
sometimes compelled to pause. and give re- €ttheless pay deference to prevalent opinion, 
| hefto his feelings by weeping. If we who are | 54y'ng, 1s it possible that su many great, and 
| ministers had more of the spirit of Whitefild, it | ¥!8e, and good men, should be wrong? But if 
_would not be difficult to seek out acceptable | Prevalent opinion is pressed against us, as evi- 
words. Instead of studying and contriving to | dence that the Bible has left the subject unde- 
' produce some mechanical effect, the prompt- | cided, we reply, why hae not this fact, resting 
lings of the heart would dictate words, which | 4Pen evidence so perfectly simpl , been discov- 
in the hand of the Lord would become effectu- |¢red until the last century? and why has it not 
al to salvation. een discovered by the Greek branch of the 
| ;church, down to the present day? But we sus- 
On the same public occasion, Rev Baron Stow, | pend this investigation for a moment, that we 
of Portsmouth, N. H. delivered an address to the ;™@y attend to Mr Beckwith’s positions in con- 
Church and Society. We present a passage from nection with his practice. 
His queries, and his assertion, as above quo- 
ted, have the air of being conciliatory, Still this 


In the year 1720, Dr. 


this also, Which, whilst it gives the best advice to 


the hearer, admonishes the preacher of the pruden' 7" 
course, which he ought to pursue sinned tianie inf ny" a was rr eaearen graetiens 
iiteatiihe Gaaneeas infant baptism and sprinkling according to what 
i has been, and continues to be, general usage in 
But though you may love your pastor, and | New England, among ministers of his order, he 
— your attachment by acts of special | does himself, and in his own church, depart es- 
ae tee bye rune 3 ba pray like a| sentially from what he professes ; and he posi- 
fg sack him o It. Ifthe be as pious | tively refuses converts the liberty of their choice 
as | ~ mi as protound as Newton ; oraselo-,in baptism What his actual practice is, we 
sg Premera ; ere it not in his ears ; | know not; but if he conforms to the standard 
; “ ae le Is esteemed as 4 Pedobaptists, he sprinkles infants, and when 
prodigy of intellectual strength ; if he be ad- these grow up and become converts, he will al- 

| 


mired for his ingenuity at interpretation ; if his; low them no voice in the important concern of 
style should charin the fastidious ear of taste : | 


. ;; baptism: he will hold them to their inf: 

it bis voice be as melodious as the dulcimer ; sprinkling, and refuse to receive them Seog er 
Satan willinform him irequently enough to|church, unless they will consent to take up 
prevent his being too humble. If you flatter| with this for baptismn. They may plead with 
him at first, and afterwards should neglect it, | him pathetically, even with strone crying and 
he will natnrally snsnect vou of alienation of BEM sty 


tears. to vive th »tism in answe 
ces, and consequently will be unhappy. If) em baptism in answer toa good 


we € presu . “seuss (UC XOTAD 
you are gratified with his services, there are a/| such cases, une be, has had trial os 
: al of not a fow 


thousand methods in which you may express |his eyes, cases on which he has exnaw..2_ 
your satisfaction, preferable to that of fulsome | power of address to keep them still, and to per- 
adulation. Ministers’ hearts are much like |suade them to rest satisfied with their infant 
yours ; capable of inflation by pride and seif sprinkling. ‘This we presume. For we have 
conceit (been faiiliar with Pedobaptist ministers, and 
On the other hand, you will never be the | we have heard them unbosom their hearts in 
medium of communicating information to him seasons of revival, and express their grief that 
that will tend to perplex his mind, unless you the converts were so tried with their baptism, 
have special reason to believe that he ought to and enquire of us whether it would do to take 
know it. If there be petty differences among them intothe water. Thus we have known ve- 
yourselves, endeavour speedily to adjust them. ry disheartening controversies between a min- 
Unless it be positively necessary, in order to ister and hisconverts. Itis curious, (we should 
guard him ayainst deccpt on, do not expose to say very extraordinary, but it would be a mis- 
him the particular character of his hearers. If nomer since it iscommon,) to lear a minister 
any speak against him, and you know the in- of Christ speak of giving his converts liberty to 
sinuations or charges to be false, let him be a act for themselves, when he had long before cut 
stranger to the calumnies, and be yourselves them off from this lhberty, by sprinkling them 
the defenders of his reputation. By neglecting in their intancy. 
these cautions, you will subject him to much Hence the prevalence of sprinkling. 


The 


-solicitude and perplexity of mind, that will in infant baptism takes the lead ; and this must be 


its tendency, unless counteracted by extraor- given bysprinkling. Of course sprinkling must 
He will be warmly defended, and immersion must be 
be discouraged ; he willimperceptibly acquire refused, except in some untoward case of ex- 
towards those individuals a secret dislike, and treme necessity. We have known ministers, 
his preaching will possibly become too person- who never went out toa river, a lake, ora pool, 
al. lis mind should be kept perfectly free for baptism, sull talk of giving baptism accord- 
from every extraneous consideration that can ing to the wishes of Christians, and object a- 
disturb his equanimity, or throw his feelings gainst Baptists that they were less accommo- 
out of their true polarity. If his soul must ever dating. 
be agitated, let the causes of excitewwent be | But we consider the objec ion without foun- 
such as belong to his lofty vocation ; the brevity dation. For converts in Baptist societies, 
of life ; the value of the soul ; the holiness of pleased with their order, and wishing to unite 
God ; the listiessness of a perishing world, with them, do uniformly, so far as we under- 
stand, desire immersion ; believing this to be 
REVIEW. the instituted mode of the ordinance. Baptist 
CONTINUED FROM OUR LAST. 


ministers, it is believed, are nearly strangers to 
controversy with their converts respecting the 

Mr. Beckwith next proceeds to persuade his 
hearers, that the mode of baptism is not worth 


ordinance. Hence they might with plausibil- 
ity claim that they give converts full liberty to 

disputing about, and that every one be left to 

act according to his own opinion. 


choose their mode in baptism, as they see eye 
*- Why not leave the method to every man’s unbi- 


to eye, and chovse the same thing. 

Mr. Beckwith’s church, merely by their ex- 
assed choice? Why dispute about the mode of bap- ample, without saying a word, would exerta 
tism? I could wish that ali bad been le:t to choose strong influence over converts among them, in 
and enjoy, without molestation, their own mode of fayor of sprinkling. But were he to makea 
baptiom.” p. 10. trial, of saying to all the converts, choose your 

On reading this passage, we were almost pre- own mode of baptism, f will accommodate you, 
pared for saying Amen.——For we verily believe 214 were he to continue the trial ten or fifieen 
that the mode of baptism is not a disputable years, in this period of investigation and inde- 
| subject, otherwise than as it Is made so by the pendence of thought, we should feei an inter- 
| prejudices of men. We are not satisfied that, 6.) jn knowing the result, and should feel no 
\from the time of Christ’s baptism in Jordan to <1 4 disappointment, if we did not learn that 
ithe present day, a single individual, resting his }5. Giurch had made a great advance towards 
opinion wholly onthe Bible ; had a serious doubt Baptist ground. 
that immersion is the instituted mode. In such a trial it would be too much to ex- 

This opinion we venture to hazard ; for dur- 2-4 that prejudices would be overcome in a 
ing the five or six centuries immediately suc- (,oment, still it is believed that they would 
ceeding the Apostles, the instances were very yield, and continue to yield with increasing ra- 
rare, of a departure in practice from this mode. pidity, until at length they disappeared like the 
It indeed almost universally prevailed during ¢,:1) cloud, and morning dew, before the ris- 
thirteen entire centuries; nor so far as we can ing sun. 
learn, was it denied by any man, until about one Mr. Beckwith intimates in the sermon, that 
century past, that immersion was the primitive }. had attended to the mode of baptism with a 
practice. critic’s eye, and with a critic’s patient investi- 

Sprinkling crept into the church on the gation. 
ground of convenience, and obtained extensive — « For my own satisfaction, I have carefully exam- 
currency in the south of Furope and in Eng- ined all the passages which Roe Capone te el 
land ; while there was a general consent among ect. and the investigation has fully c C 


Is 
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that the Bible leaves the mode of b: ptisin even more 
undee ded, than the mode of the Lord’s Supper. It 
is impussivle even ina single instance, to determine 
with absolute certainty, io what way the Apostles ap- 
plied water in baptisin. All the circumstances at- 
tending the baptixms administered by them, the 
choice of a word «o indefinite in its Meaoing to des- 
ignate the rite, and the very cursory ‘manner 10 
which the sacred wrilers uniformly treat the subject, 
all unite tu satisfy me, Chat God has designedly left 
his people to adopt whatever mode their circumsian- 
ces way render expedient.” pp. 21. 22. 

Upon this passage we ouscrve, _ 
1. That so far as we have learned, ministers | 
embracing Mr. Beckwith’s views, have con- 
stantly baptized by sprinkling, when the con- 


sent of the candidates could be obtained. And | 
for a solid reason ; sprinkling is the most con- | 


venient mode (if a mode it can be called,) of) 
Even on the | tion and elucidation of the subject, my hepeswill be. ; se et eri ¢ 
ifulfilied : my labor will not be wm vain. Much of some of the principal missionary societies in | Episcopal Church, for the purpose of purchas 


administering the ordinance. 
margin of a river, a lake, or a pool, and in the 
heat of summer, sprinkling is more convenient 
than immersion. It would have been so to 
Christ. to the eunuch, and to the whole com- 


pany of those whom Paul declares to have been | those that smile in the agonies of death, reap rich . | | 
Suppose men harvests of immortal glory, and receiwe the ap-  \y esleyan Methodists have missious establish-|ciety. The American Tract ~ociety has appro 


buried with Christ in baptism. 
luved water as well as the ducks, and were 
ready to rush into it for the purpose of bath- 


ing, yetthis would be no good reason why they | 


should go into it for baptism. For they might 
first be sprinkled, and then bathe themselves as 
long us they chose. . 

It is indeed hardly possible, that sprinkling 
should not be chosen by those who consider it 
a fitting mode of the ordinance. For people 
love ease: of this trait in human nature Christ 
was perfectly aware. And if sprinkling in the 
sacred ordinance is perfectly to his mind, is it 
not strange, surpassing strange, that he did not 


prevent the long continued and painful contro-| 


versy, and put the anxious mind at rest, by sub- 
imate himself to baptisin in a synagogue, and 
by using, tv relation to the ordinance, the ap- 
propriate word for sprinkling, which is raino or 
ranutizo 

2. Mr. Beckwith differs from all the critics, 
in his decision respecting the import of the 
word baptizo. He says, it means to sprinkie. 
But the critics, as we suppose, to a man, decide 
that the word primarily means to dip or immerse, 
and that it never means to sprinkle, ‘To quote 
all they say, would extend this article to an un- 
reasonable length. But in support of our as- 
sertions, we cheerfully refer to Schrevellius, 
lederius, Pickering, and Donnegan, on the 
word Baptizo. 


ble, we refer to Fromius, and Biel on the Sep-| 


tuagint; and to Parkhurst, Schleusner, aud 
Whal on the New ‘Testament ; also to Suicer. 
We need not assert that these critics are in 
high estimation among learned theologians.— 
‘Their authority is imposing on account of their 


elevated rank, and the harmony of their decis- | 


ions, notwithstanding collisions in their creeds ; 
especially as they gave their decisions after a 
full investigation of the long continued contro- 
versies on baptisia ; and as most of them deci- 


| obvious to every person of reflection, Warts stript 


’ 


importance im deciding on the mode of their) style ; interspersed with judicious remarks, Denmark —{t appears from the official re 
baptism? Now this, after mature consideration, exhibiting the great truths. that God over rules | turns, that on the 3ist December 1823 there} 
seems to us wholly unjustifiable, and unfair the affairs of men : punishes the guilty, such | were in the kingdom of Denmark. 244 schools, | 
dealing with the souls of God’s peuple. ‘as oppress their fellow creatures; and exalts |on the Lancasterian plan ; and that at the close | 
(To be continued.) ‘the god, tho-e that labor to bless mankind ; | of the year 1827, they had increased to 2,003. ; 
— amen he difficulty would be obviated ; the evil root-| During the early part of the year 1828, the | 
SABBATH SCHOOL LIBR VKLES. ed out. ' hese then would be works suited to | number increased to 2,377 —Lon. Con. Mag. | 
| the capacity of every age. The child, com-| 
For the Ciristian Secretary. io vad , } : ' . — aie 
‘mencing with the simplest narrative in asab-| There are twenty Marine Bible Societies in 
Mr.  scapanecrama cg following — Rang ‘bath school library, might rise ina regular gra- the United States. Within the last’ twelve | 
-] : ' "casion, and neve oten- | : A | , ; 
Sele: Gantaae tr te patie 3 tool dation; his mental powers continuing to ex- | years, they have received donations amounting | 
ded at the time for the puvlic eye. But feeling | | yous y & | 
sensibly the importance of the subject, 1 submi | pand and strengthen, until he could grasp the |to $1,119 23 ; and have remitted to the \mer- | 
them to your consideration ; and, if in your opimion, sublimest truths in the physical and moral ican Bible Society for the purchase of Bibles, 
they may be calculated to effect any good on the world, NU. $§,532 12.—Sail. Mag. 
community, you are at !iberty to give publicity te __ | é 
them, through the medium of your paper. hey 


SS | 
are indeed mere hints. But, if they shall be instru MIESSTO YARY RECOR dD. | 


mental in exciting some abler pen to an inves! ga- 


Bibles fo. Greece.—The Managers of the} 


» following summaries of ' re my Bek : 

the following aries of the ope ratlons | g500 to the General Missionary society of the 
» ce tot the histo | isres inl are 9g . , ‘T, =P 4 . 

might be _—s - aon ee S . ireat Bri nen are gathe oe or their re ‘ing and circulating such translations of the bi- 

ries now extant, uv thiul avd abae . ‘spe >; i ports ac > last spr | . . 

them war ts oabibited not, as it is, the destroyer of i itis Th Fis, Fea the last Spring OF | ble as are suitable for Greece, under the care 
< . +s © on ' ‘ bd fo = © —, 28S. . ‘ 

human happiness ; but as the field where the brave, eae of the Rev. J. J Robertson, who has embarked 


Wesleyan Methodist SIrssionary Society -—The for that country, asthe agent of the latter so- 


7 € Hi 5 > j h ‘ ‘ . 
plause ofa gazing world. The influence of suc ed among the Catholics in freland, and France. | pri; Os alll eee ill a a < 
false description on the minds of the young, must be eS .| priated 2. ,C pages of tracts to the same soci 


is changed into a minister of lig 1, on whose embla- Southern Pacific, in Southern and Western Sany of the languages of the Mediterranean to 


| American Bible Society, have appropriated | , 


in Sweden, in the “editerranean, in Continen- | ety, and $150 for the purchase of tracts trans- | 
of all its disgusting features. This muister of bell tal India, and Ceylon, in the Islands of the | lated from the publications of the society into | 


For writers on the Greek Bi- | 


In bis secluded rambles, bis umagia- 
| tion covers every hill and valley around hin with . 
“martial hosts, manwuvering in ail the pop an! cir | Stations, including eight which are tempora- 
cumstance of war; hesees the smoke; he — rily eaiieael. 138 
the roar of artillery; he beholls the dreadtul i ar rs 
charge; the shouts of victory brealk upon his ear) rdained Missionaries, l : ; 


ihke enchanting music ; fired with this creation of | Native Assistants, 
| his own, he feels the Jame of ambition p. eying up: Viembers under the care of the Society, 34,802 
| his soul ; and would, were but an opportunity pre- [Increase the last year, 2.031 
| sented, rush forth and mingle i all the horrible re | : : ; pets . 

lalities of such a scene. Such has sad experien e| Church Aissronary Society. —T he ( hurch 
proved to be the influence ofour historical writings : | Missionary Society have missions in West Af- 


land wh n once the mind bas become tuus drease!. | rica, the Mediterranean, Continental India, | 


‘ arks are app! cable to many other works. . : 
| same remark Py : the North American Indians 


This tends to set in 2 stronger light the hints coa- ,— / : : 
' Stations exclusive of our stations in India, 47 


‘Teachers: 
European Clergymen, 38 Englishmen and 
15 Lutheran, 54 
Laymen, 35 
Women, St--140 
Native Assistants, 


tamed in the following remarks, 
! a 
' Verv much has been said and written, and 
' . ® 

already much has been done, for elevating the 
| intellectual and moral character of the young, 
This is a noble object, and in aid of which no 
one need feel himself ashamed to be engaged. 


is 2¢ ic » patriot, as well as é_ 
, itis an obj ct, in hore < { : i bby! Ordained Clergymen i 
ithe ‘ st take vely mterest ; to ; “Pi 0. ” 
the christian, must take a lively 1 Catechists, Schoolinasters, &c. 238 


intellivence ¢ u » mass of the community, | CT et 
intelligence among the mass of the ¢ unity CNT NY 12-2351--591 


isthe s of our free institutions. Let tgne- . ona 
is the soul of our! : Schools ;----Male, 220 
'rance pervade the minds of this people, bring-, santa a 
? ° . 5 ‘ - ‘ 
ing in its train moral corruption ; and mighty * Sson 9 04 
' ai, ‘ oh 
ithe sical res “es ‘y would becone. ., Bears 
by their phy: ical resources, they woi ie, Tae, 9.553 
in the hands ofa second Caesar, a second Rome, Gils 0364 
ims ~s* ) 


12,561 
London Missionary Society. The London 
Mi:sionary Society have missions under their 


istress ¢ v sc re of this western , : caer 
| the mistress and the scourge of this | ot asin ated tele 634 
; continent. 

| Among the means employed for the accom- 


| plishment of this important object. Sabbath 9 Soc a Tag 6 . 
School Libraries hold a conspicous station. direction, in China, India, Russia, the Medi 


Phase eve ealoulated to enert = powerfal in- terranean, South Africa, and African Islands, 
‘fluence on the great mass of mind. They “outh Sea !slands, and the West Indies. 
bring moral and religious traths, within the Stations, including six temporarily vacant, 94 
| reach of all, to the child of poverty es well as Persons emploved, 


; = Os . la e " . P , 
a cure is extremely diilicult, uf not impossible. The | , eylon, Australasia, West Indies, aad among | 


ded against their own usage in the ordinance, | the pampered offspring of opulence ; this too,| Ordained Missionaries, 


75 

thus really bearing witness against their own ata time of life, when impressions received, are Teachers and Artisans, 19 
. - . . | . Te =< « > c 
practice. ‘I'o shew the weight to which the! deep and lasting. Native Assistants, i 142 


. ° . . | . r2 > 
fact that they witness against their own prac-! But morally grand, as this system appears | a 
slew Jeby- stetted, restricted to’ eS 


tice, may ive the m cuUenesd werk” wmesalitoe ) ton 2 t} ry > vat j y : 
: : ' : 1¢ ten following instances ‘ 
rary Baptists12., tus sonny means to sprin-/those who attend the sabbath schools, to the os - ances of mortality ard 
the missionary labourers of the London Mis. | 


nic; and that it never means to dip or immerse: | tenderest years of youth ; whale the older class 
how would this be trumpeted from Dan to Beer- | js necessarily excluded. ‘There is an evil, and 
sheba, as decisive proof against immersion, and | an important one too, connected with this. 
in favor of sprinkling? And how would the fact! Children, that have access to these libraries, 
be urged, that they testified against themselves, early acquire a taste for reading. But in a 
and they must be correct, because their con-| few years, as soon as they arrive at a sufficient 
cession was extorted by the force of truth, in age to apprecia‘e the value of literary and more 
defiance of prejudice, and the regard which! af information to themselves, they are depri- 
they had to self consistency? Yet such is the! yed of the privilege by a separation from the 
testimony of the critics in favor of immersion, school ; or if not, the ceneral character of the 


sionary Society are noticed : Rev. John Davis, 
of Demerara. and Mrs. Smith, wife of the late 
Rev. Mr. Smith, of the same field; Rev. Mr. 
Trawin, of Calcutta: the Rev. Evan Evans. 
of Africa ; Rev) Mr Gordon of Vizayapatam ; 
Mrs. Humphreys of Malacea; Mrs. Vuille, 
Selensinsk ; Mrs Salmon of Surat: Mes. 
Paine of Bellary, and Mr. Hovenden, the prin 
ter,at Madagascar --Lond. Miss. Rec. 


and against sprinkling. And had we time, we| books are net suited to their age. thus at a 


verily believe, that setting aside the critics, we 


could, directly from the Bible itself, adduce ev- | 


idence enough to satisfy the minds of many a 
prejudiced man, that Christ has not left the or- 


dinance at loose ends, but has fixed it to im-' 


mersion. 
fur saying that the word primarily means to imn- 
merse, and that Christ commanded his disci- 
ples to immerse, and that as they respectedt his 
authority, they did actually immerse in grving 
the Christian ordinance. 

Now suppose the critics correct in their de- 
cision, (and who has the boldness to pronounce 
that they may not possibly be correct,) then 
clearly Mr. Beckwith, in sprinkling, performs 
an act which does not fall within the command 
of Christ; and which, for this reason, is not 
baptism. Should not the possibility of this, 
make him cautious how he teaches, and how 
he administers the ordinance ? 

3. We would suggest for Mr. Beckwith’s most 
serious consideration, did not candor require 
that he should inform his hearers, something 
of the extent and weight of authority which 
he opposed. He is evidently a man of reading, 
and he probably knew that adl the critics are a- 
gainst him, that the whole Greek branch of the 
church, from the age immedtutely subsequent to 
the Apostles, down to the present day, have prac- 
tised immersion, and claimed that the meaning of 


the word baptizo, demands immersion: also, that | like a spirit of darkness, until they have com-| 
the whole Christian church did, for thirteen centu-| pleted his ruin. This is no picture of the im-| 


ries after the Apostles, excepting in cases of al- 
leged necessity, pructise tmmersion. He proba- 


| time of life the most critical, during the forma- Ky scopal Domestic Missions.--The Society 
tion of their character, they are left without ofthe Protestant Episcopal Church forthe ad 
any thing useful and interesting, to occupy vancement of christianity in Pennsylvania, now 
their minds 1n their leisure hours. ‘She habit’ employs nine missionaries, and there is an ur. 
of reading already contracted, and the disci- gent call for more. Measures have been ta- 


hours unoccupied by their regular employmen'. inthe different parishes, and the plan is recom- 


irksome, nay, intolerable. The young wit mended ina circular just issned by Bishops) this testimony, that the foundation standeth | 


have something to occupy their mind: ; 1 if White and» nderdonk —.V. Y. Obs. 
| nothing good is provided, they will tind enough | me 


that is bad. ‘To escape from the horrors of) Great Britain. —The last report of the Wes 


— trappings the youthful eathustast gazes WEN) Africa, in the West Indies, and in North Amer-| be distributed by the same gentleman.— Phil. 
| admiration 


} 
| Recorder. 


Protestants.—From the statistics of the re- 


formed churches of France, it appears that 
the Protestant Calvinistic communion, have, in 
that kingdom 438 places of worship, and 305 
sea pastors. There are among them 
451 Bible Societies and associations, 59 socie- 
ties and depositories for the circulation of reli- 
| provident societies, 79 Sunday 
schools, and 392 elementary and boarding 
Vor education of the young men for 
‘the sacrad office, there are two theological fac- 
lulties, one at Montauban, and one at Stras- 
| bourg.— Ib. 


rious tracts. ¢ 


— 


; 
schools, 


Frown the New York Observer. 
| LETTERS FROM ENGLAND. 
} We have been tavoured with two letters from 
| Bristol, Ragland, toE P. Exq. of this city; one from 


‘from Lieut Kimball, of the Royal Navy, dated 31st 
of the same month. 


| Extract from Mr. Prust’s Letter. 


I rejoice to see thit the good cause is pros-| 
»| t hrist. Pinclose t2 10s. in this lett. r, and I am 


pering in. America; y u will soon outstrip us 
nevermind goon and prosper. It isa holy 
rivalry ime is shert, youserve a good Vas 
ter. and there is much to be done; immortal 
zouls are perishing all around us. 


| 
(to set apart the Istof January, 1829, as a day 
of fasting ard prayer for the outpouring of the 
| Holy Spirit on the church at large. If this ar- 
‘rives out in time, propose, through the New 

York Observer, that our trans Atlantic brethren 
‘meet us there. What a lively spectacle, to 
see the Christian church surround a throne of 


'yrace on such an occasion! We want revivals | 


| here. 
wD RAB OL a Pe sa VA dy sixteen were 
received on the last occasion. Good Mr. Crisp 
| (a distinguished Baptist clergyman in Bristol.) 
fisin such deheate health, that | hear he has 
voneto France to spend the winter. (!n a 
postscript dated the 29th he add- that Mr. C. 
had returned, with his health a little improved. ) 
Our seamen’s cause goes on, silently affe:t 
ing good. ‘The venerable Rowland Hill has 


/been here preaching, though in his 85th year. | 


ile preached eight times last week, and deliv 
ered an address at a prayer-meeting. 
Krom Lieut. Kimball's Letter. 


| 
' 
| While Lrejoice to see such extraordinary ex 
jertions making on your side of the Atlantic for 


jour brother seamen, one looks with awe on the 


| spirit of infidelity and antichristian principles 
that are stalking abroad as evil genu in the 


At any rate, we have high authority | pline, the mind has received, render thos: ken for the organization of Auxiliary Societies earth, fulfilling the predictions of divine Inspir- 


ation concerning the lattertimes. But we have 


| sure, 
With much pleasure | inform you that our 
eighth Anniversary of the Bristol Seamen's 


Stephen Prost, Esq dite Oct. 28th and the other | 


The Dissenting churches in England purpose 


amen — en] 
CHRISTIAN SECRETARY 


HARTFORD, FEBRUARY 21, 1899 ee 


> ae 
| COLUMBIAN COLLEGE, 

We this day publish a very liberal offer from ¢} 
Medical department of this lostitution. We ein 
\sverespect, no less to the character than to the talen: 
ot Tnstructors. For the gentlemen of this depart. 
meat, we have much regard; and in confirmation of 
this vpinion, our readers are referred tu the Address 
of Dr. Sewall, publisued in this paper a few weeks 


| since. 


We would cirect’ the atiention of our readers to 
the first article in this day’s paper. Were Chris 


‘Ms more -easible of the responsibility under which 


ay } : . 
they are laid—-had they a gre ater conviction thatthe 


means tou be used mest be in accordance with the 


Word of God; and that all must: e done ina spirit of 


uve, to meet t'e approbation of their Master, we 
) ‘4ve no doubt that society would very shortly ex. 
{ wbita very different mora mpect 


CHristian wlBbiw ALITY, 


| We were much gratified by perusiug in the Lon. 
| on Bapust Magazine for December | 


ol ast, a state. 
| nent of the suc 


‘ess of Messrs 
5 : ssof Me are. Morgan and Eustace 
Cary, to them lase visit to Scotland. 


for the purpose 
{ romoting the cau.e of the F 


| “"glish Baptist Mis. 
l sion. 1@y Were well receive j j 
joel j eceived, and the object oj 
| Heir journey Was promoted as well by those of ot). 

er denominations as their own. 


i 


Meeting-houses 
| were opened for their accommodation, and liberal 
: 

| dpi ns received; amounting tn ail to about 
) pew. Ttas pleasing to ovserve the zeal manifested 
oy sve friends of Missions on that island. Amone 
he donations received by these m ssionaries above 


‘amed, out atiention Was particularly attracted by 
(he following paragraph :— 


id in sume feeble Way the Missionary cause, verily 
oreving that he Divine Scriptures must have their 
aifiilrne ut. Lhavea large tamily and it takes a 
ical lo support them, but through mercy we have a 
ecent uvelthood, but not having mach to spare I 
mployed labourers, hoping by (hat means to geta 
tie Money togeth r to put my tention ito prac- 
ce, aud I have su. eeded, tor they have been very 
active indeed. 1 bought sume bees. aad they bave 
vliected honey tothe amount ot thirty shillings ; so 
vu see dear Sir, that the in‘eriwr creation serves 
“sume measure, to promote the cause of Jesus 


| 
| ** About three yeas ago Tielta great desire to 
| 


i 
| 
| 
t 
t 


| stad Of av Opportunity of giving wt to the Baptist 
| Missionary Society through sour medium.” 


| We are encouraged to hope, and expect great and 
| -lorious things for the church of God, through the 
| ufluence of Sabbath School instrauction,—as well in 
arope asin America. Christians seem to be awak- 
ing to their duty to this particular. We believe that 
he number now taught in Sahbath Schools in this 
country ts double the number so taught five years 
since. We noticed with much interest, in the Phil- 
delphia Recorder of last week, a notice of the suc: 
ess of an appeal toa congregation in that city, for 


‘e-uniary aid, for the School of their society.— 
seouuRl tne Congregation was unusually small, in 


consequence of inclement w ather, the collection a- 
nounted to more than $1=0, Searly 800 youth and 
hildren belo. ging to that congregation, receive in- 
feuction, ina Biole class, Sibbath, or Infant school, 


COMMUNICATED. 

The Baptist Minist: r. Meeting of Wartford and 
1 ddlesex Counties, was held at Wallingford on 
| uesdaythe 1Mthinst. The season was very interest- 
| 1g, «nd each one seemed to feel anew the utility of 
such an association. It wis a matier of deep regret 
; hat only a few brethren were present, the reason 
_of which probably was, thatthe meeting had not 
been notified in the usual manner. A Notice of the 
‘ime. and place of meeting, was sent to the Editor or 


‘ths oaper, but for some unknown cause it was not 
RE ‘SON -—-The Editor of this paper 
| bas no reco'lection of receiving such notice. 


, ’ - 

POLI ICAL. 
' _ --— —————- -——C + ---- — — _ — o 
; ee ea 
A person in this city having occasion a few days 
| since to step into a room not co stantly u ed, dis- 
| covered the fire-board in flame. Fire had fallen 


} published. 


jae ntal vacuity, they visit places of public et leyan Methodist Vissionary Society, states that | Mricnd Society was recently held, a crowded | own the chimney, and in this way was communi- 


} sort and dissipation, where the destroyer lies the number of missionary. stations under tte 
wait for their blood. in the evening, they may care, in different parts ofthe world, is 138 ; 
be seen collected iu a still-house, a store or a) and the number of missionaries employed 7 
tavern, listening with breathless attention to the | 193, exclusive of catechists. &e. The atin 
low vulgar wit and narrations of more hardened | her of members in al! the uistethos in ieiie sta- 
offenders, and sipping, lightly at first, of the | tions, 1s 34.892 ; of whom 27.608 are neaene 
cup of death as it 1s passed around In all and people of colour in the West Indian nla. 
But a may be nothing grossly wamoral.| pies ‘The retorns of the number of children 
ut by frequenting such company, the taste be-| in the mission school is not complete, but the 
comes vitiated ; a disrelish for the refinements | pumber reported is hetween 16 and 17 hun 
of society contracted : then the work of de- dred. showing a reat increase during the 
struction is half completed ; the out-works are year.—Re of the Wes. Mies. Se 
broken down ; the foundation of the citadel it | ; P aia Son eae 

self undermined ; and nothing but an uncoin- | Medi wae 
non effort can save even this from being biown | Mi Mediterranean. At the press of Oe cmon 
up. In such places many a youth, who gave] ° issionary Society, established at Malta, 5A: 
the brightest hopes of future eminence, has! — oe of different works, designed py wand 
contracted habits, that will hang round him | ~~ ty age sr shag ge ~~ 
printed ; 13.500 in Italian, 13,00 in Arabic. 


Of these, 33,934 copies have been distributed. 


vudience attending. ‘Lhe venerable Rowland 
Hill preached on board the Floating Chapel last 
Tuesday weck, toa congregation amounting to 
a! least fifteen hundred persons. An appropri- 
ate hymn was sung at the close, of which the 
fullowing 13 a copy : 

Lord, jet tine aged servant bear, 

Fruit even to his latest year: 

To hoary hairs thou bas! him borne, 

Bright may he stand at thy return. 


His lengthened labors bless for good, 
Extensive as the swelling flood; 

Let seamen and ‘er children join, 
To make their Saviour’s praises shine. 


If in this sacred place no more 
Thy servant’s hps salvation pour, 
May souls trom this vast Concourse prove 
The power of thy redeeming love. 
Prise God fr: mwho &e 
EXTRACTS, 


> : "yY . _— » y 7. " ’ 
agination. ‘The woeful experience of numbers, Report of the Chris. Miss. So. 
familiar to all, will attest its awful reality. It peeoceeeenasenenrernenneutenh 


bly knew all this: but his young converts did 
not know it. Had they known it, it might have 
influenced their minds materially, and caused 
them to insist on immersion for themselves.—- 
And were they not entitled to a knowledge of, 
these facts ? 

Mr. Beckwith might perhaps say “ I care not | 
for these authorities ; I judge for myself; they 
weigh not a feather with me.” But be it so in 
relation to himself; yet in his sermon he does 
not claim to give his mere opinion, a thing he 
could have done in a single sentence ; but he 
reasons at some length upon the subject, and 
pretends to set, ina summary way, those argu- 
ments before his hearers, which satisfied his 
own mind. Being in possession of facts, which, 
if known, would, in all probability, have great- 
ly influenced them; was he at liberty to keep | 
those facts behind the curtain, and to suffer his | 
converts to remain ignorant of things, which, | 
if known, they might have viewed of the first 


is an evil, that is not confined to one town, or France.-—-Catholic Clergy. 
county or state ; it is extended throughout this} Catholic Clergy of France there are five car-| 
part of the country, if not through the whole. | dinals, 20 prelates promoted to the peerages, 

Libraries as the most effectual remedy | four who are members of the king’s privy coun- 
against this evil, ought to be established ‘for, cil, 14 archbishops, 66 bishops, 408 vicar gen- 
this class of society, or rather ought to be writ-/ eral, 684 titular canons, 36,649 parish and oth- 
ten. For few if any books can now be found | er priests in activity. The total number of 
suited to their age. Literary works in general! priests inthe Gallician churchis 42,457 ; or, ac- 
are above their capacity, and, therefore uninter- | cording to the population of France, exclusive 
esting. They are thus excluded from all the of Protestants, is in proportion of one to every 
information they contain: information, not) 558 souls. The number of students, who are 
only amusing to them in youth, but instructive { candidates for orders, is 44.244. There are 
and indispensable to enable them to become} 19.340 nuns, distinguished under different de. 
eminent and useful members of society} nominations, in 3,024 establishments. The 
here is wanted then a class of books, inter-! whole sum allotted for the ecclesiastical estab 
inediate between these, and suchas are now| lishment from the national treasury, amounts, 
found in the sabbath school libraries. Were| according to the accounts of that department, 
the most important portions of history ; the bi-} to about 34,000,000 of franes, or $6,525,000 
ography of the most prominent characters, both} ces, would probably raise the sum to about 
ancient and modern, written ina plain simple} $10,000,000.—Miss, Herald, 


itive principle, and not only engages a man in 
In the list of|hard and difficult services, but even renders 


** Love, whatever be its object, is a most ac- 


them delightful. If then the Lord posseses 
our supreme love, we shall greatly deiight in 
his commandments, and allour affections will 
be regulated and subordinated by it, and ren- 
dered lawful and useful ; yet times may come, 
when we must, in the superiority of our love to 
him be called to disregard our dearest friends, 
as if we hated them. But on the other hand, 
if they have our supreme regard, we shall for 
their sakes, despise and neglect the Lord.”’-- 
Sevtt. . 

‘* High stations are slippery places ; and from 
the presence chamber to the dungeon is in ma 
ny earthly courts, a short step: but a place in 
W hat isrece'ved by the clergy, from other sour- 


|eated to the dre-hoard. This ts a very common 

| .ource of danger. and we mention the circumstance 
with the hope that it may operate as a caution.-« 
Courant. 

We are informed that our city and town taxes, 
poof various kends, for the last ten vears, amounting 
}to about one hundre! thousand doliars, bave been 
-collected by Mr. Benjarnin Hastings, and punctu- 
jatly paid into the treasuries, without resort to legal 
icoercion inasingle instance. The circumstance 
\i- creditable to the town, and ©: :t less so to the wor- 
‘thy individual! employed as c sHector.—Ib. 


TWENTIETH CONGRESS. 


MONDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 

In the Senate, petitions were presented in favour 
and against transporting the mails on the Sabbath. 

Mr. Tazewell brought in a report. fixing Wed- 
nesdav, Lith February. to count the votes for Presi- 
dent &e. which was unanimously agreed to, and 
“Mr. T. was elected by ballot as Teller on the part 
of the Senate. 

4 memorial was presented from New Jersey, 
praving ‘he passa e ot a law to abolish slavery 19 
the District of Co'umbia. 

The House of Representatives resumed the consid- 
eration of Mr Smgth’s resolution, providing that 
the President shall not again be eligible to that of- 
fice Mr. Sergeant commenced 9 speech in oppo- 
“tion to the resolution. but was compelled to break 

fin the wuiddle of it, as the hour allotted to resolu- 
tions had run out. . 

The House was afterwar's employed in debating 
the Cumberland Road Bull, and rose and reported. 

Mr. Smith, of S C. presented the following pro- 
test of the Legislature of that State against the ope- 
ation of the lat) Tariff 

SOUTH CAROLINA PROTEST. 

The Senate and House f Representatives of Ss. 
Carolina, now met and sitting in General Assem- 
' ly. through the Honer hle Wolham Smith and the 
Honorable Robert V_ H+ ne, their representatives 
in the Senate of the United States, do, in po 
and on behalf of the go id people of the said oe 
monwealth, solemnly protest against the —— - 
»rotecting duties lately adopted by the Federa 


his favour who will not forsake his true ser- 
vants, is of unspeakable value.’’---Scoftt. 


Whoever hath Christ cannot be poor, who-| 


t 


ever wants him cannot be rich. 


Government, for the following reasons :— 

1. Because the good people of this Commonwealth 
believe that the powers of Congress were delega- 
ted to it in trust for the accomplishment of on 
specified ebjects which limit and contro] them, an 


a 


a _ 
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rreatand 
ough the 


pressive, is suchan bu-e of power as 1s mncompatt 
ble with the principles of a tree government and th: 
great ends of civil society. justice and equality 
rights and protection. 

Finally, because South Carolina, from he 


; 
i 


hat of the propreetor. fle beld in one hand a Ke ‘ 
n! god comms and decora ionsiothe other. A siave 
‘hood him cared a brenze and a silver vine 
ibe-e two individuals were overt.ken and ove: 
shelmed by a volcanic shower in the moment o 


stimimistering medicine to children without their: 

s ing it, and tor othe) medical purposes, bas been | 
useated by Groson ot Bishopeate. The Secieiy | 
Acts have »warded their Isis medal to this asefui i 


rad nec essary imstrumeut, and it is nNuw universaliy | 


heirs of the late \\illam Gray. So rapid was the | 
progress of the flames that they communicated al 
most immediately with the main house and a carpen 
ter’s shop near by, occupied by Ur. O. W. Preston, 
the latter of which was soon consumed. A LDistille- | 


Sufficld, Feb. 12th, 1829. 
Ebenezer Pomeroy is no more.—He departed this 
life on the first day of the preseot month, after a 
short illness, in the sixtieth year of hisage. We 
have reason to believe that his last moments were his 


as wellin chimate, situation, acd peculiar msiututions, ts, are dhebt Below the portico, which surrounds the | »sed, as it de-erves to be, in the hospitals and by the | ry adjoining, occupied by Messrs. Putnam & Pratt. Sheet, Sie entasteiond o hope iv the mercy of God 
t k must ever continue ‘o be. wholly depen ent up: — ns rtmeat—perhap. | '** ulty in private practice. —Londun paper. | was slighty damaged. having caught in the roof, nor | EP eer h: | : d ss J . 
20 awak- d arden, is a sublerraneous apart } “t was it saved without difficulty. The dwelling house | in the ays of his youth; he madea public profession 


lieve that 
‘ils in this 
live years 
the Phil- 
f the suc- 
t city, for 
society.— 
y small, in 
lection a- 


perity, but for her very existence asa State be 
cause the valuable products of her soil-—the ble-s- 
ings by winch Divine Providen e seems to have d 
signed to co.npensite for the great disa ivantages un 
der which she suifers in other respects——are among | 
the very few that can be cultivates with any profit | 
by slave labour—and if by the loss of her forengy 
commerce, these produ: ts should be confined to ar 
inad: quate market, the fate of this ferule Stare | 
| 
| 


} 

. 

egriculture and commerce. not only for her pros | 
r ‘ 

! 


would be poverty and u‘ter desolation—her citizens 
in despair, would emigrate to more tortunate re- 


| siair © ses lead to the upper story, the right side 


| nouses of Pormpen, is without covering. 


cellar, where many wine jars were found. Wwe 


which only remaims standing, which, like ali th 
; lo the maid- 
le of the house ts a covered yard, su: rounded wi 
fourteen columns, lined wit) tiles aod intaglo, toriw- 
ing a portico, with mosaics. The ground floor con 
ais several apartments, a pareotly destined tor 
vaths, dining rooms, bed room-~. Xe. 
Nuremberg Correspondent. 


Atmospheric Pen menon — Those who have visit 


‘ance upon the sun’s tisk. 


Some new spots have recently made their appear - 
Piiey may be seen hy the 


is now a heap of ruins. The horror of this scene is 
peculiarly heighthened by the fact that four persons | 


) ad ot a smoked giass, Just before sun down, if the | perished in the flames. Their names are as follows :- | 


jay Should prove fair. 
Che ship Harnet, Captain Johnson, with about 


} one hundred and seventy emigrants to Liberia, went 
}to sea rom Baltimor. on Sunday last. 


Singular Misfortune --According to the Portland 
Mirror M:. Zebulon Rowe, Jr. of New Gloucester. 


}45; Sthephen, their son, aged 17; their two daugh- 


; | ped with their lives. 
vlaine, has been the lather of eight children, one | 


Mrs, Sally True, wife of Capt. Hienry True, aged : 
ters, Mary-Anno and Catherine, the first aged 12, the 
latter & years. 

There were other families in the house, who sa 
ved but very few of their effects, and barely esca- | 
It is believed that the persons 
who perished mght have been saved, had not a re- | 


in the revival in this town sixteen years since. He 
seemed never to rise so high, nor fall so low as some, 
in his religious feelings. Ho was naturally a man of 
business; but in the midst of all the avocations of 


| hfe, in the midst of all the fogs, and mists, and storms 


attending his passage to glory, Jesus was his sun,— 
the Bible was his chart,—truth bis cumpass,—and 


the glory of God his polar star. 


As aman, he was reputable—as a friend, he was 
constant—as a Companion, endearing—as a citizen, 


_ esteemed—as a Christian, beloved—as a neighbour, 
‘kind = It was truly affecting to witness the melting 


vouth end gions, and the whole trame and egnstitution of he: | ' ‘whom diet in intipey ; and of the seven who sur-! port been spread that the house was clear. No) er wag cigs. 8 wee eS The | 
| civil polity be impaired ard deranged, if not dissoiy ed the Cape of Good Hope, will recuilect a striking | vive, rive are deaf and dumb. blame, however, can justly be attached to any one; , *C€® =o : parcere. re House Was 
ceive in- ed entirele. | phenomenon o served there when the wind biew crowded all day with those who had been dependent 


nt school, 


‘tford and 
ford on 
interest- 
utility of 
ep regret 
@ reason 
had not 
ice of the 


Deevly impressed with these considerations. the 
Representative of the good people of this Commor.. | 
wealth, anxiou-ly desirous to hve im peace with the: | 
fell w citizens and ode all that in them hes to pre | 
serve and perperuate the umon of the States and i | 
hberties of which 1 the surest pledge—but tee | 
ing it to he their bounien duty to expose and tor 
sist all encroachments upon the true spirit ot the 
constitution, lest an apparent acquiescence im th 
-eystem of protecting dutis should be drawn into 
precedent, do, in the name of the Con monwealth ot | 
Sou@, Carohna claim to ente> upon the journals ot | 
the Senate their protest against if as unconstituuion 


|< luth. 


trom the south-eas. Beyond the city, as viewe:. 
rom the bay, the e 1s a muuntain of great eleva ion 
dled. trom its extended flat summit, the T -bi: 
Mountain. in general its rugged s eeps are ser 
sing yp a clear sky; but when the south-east win 
lows, cbe whole summit becomes enveloped in 
oud of singular densiy and beauty. the inhabit- 
ints call be phenomenon tue spre ading of the tabir 


he hill, but to be constanuy roiling onward trom th 
south-east; yet, to the surprise of the beholder, i 
never descends, tor the snowy wreaths seen falling 


The cloud does not appear to be at rest o 


; Vermont, were sl. htly wounded. —Mercantile. 


over the precipice towards the town below, vanish | 


completely vetore they reach it The reasoa of this 


A Lunatic A-ylum, at Columbia, S. C said to be 
one of the most splend.d buildings in the U. States. 
was completed and opened about the commence- 
vent ot January. Three patients have been admit- 
od, avd others are expected shortly. 


One of the stages that left this city on Sund.y 
noroing for Albany, w.b ten passengers, was upset 
snd svattered to pieces above Poughkeepsie. Most 


the psssengers, inc uding Governor Vin Ness, of 


as every person present appeared to be actuated by | 
a desire to do his utmost. Great credit is due to ; 
he Fire Dapartments of Boston and the neighbo ur- 
ing towns, who repaired with their usual alacrity to 
the scene of danger; and it is doubtless owing tn a | 
great mesure to their exertions that no further 
damage was done. The firemen of Charlestowa are | 
lso deserving of praise for their activity on this oc 
casion. Had the wind been in acontrary direction. | 
it 1s the general opinion that the ravages of the de 


lit reached the Square. 


Death hy Freezinz.—-The body ofa female, te 
heved to be that of Salty Frink «bout 45 years of 


The fire originated from ashes deposited in a wood- 
en vessel. and placed ina shed behind one of ihe 


on him as a steward of God’s bounty. Their coun- 
tenances bespoke their anxiety and interest. Inall 
this group, po complaint of injustice—no murmur 
was uttered. His memory will long be embalmed 
in the grateful recollection of the poor and needy.— 
For some time before his death, he seemed to enjoy 


;arevival in bis mind;—-he remarked one day in 


meeting, that he felt as though something great was 
in the wheel. The Sabbath previous to his dissoiu- 


ry 
|vouring elemeat would not have been checked unt tion, he was able to wait on God in the sanctuary— 


and at evening, while hearing a portion of =cripture 
read, and making some remarks upon the same, his 
mind appeared to be laboring under a deep sense of 


| lus approaching dissolution, and the necessity of hav- 
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joint resolution offered inthc segate of Kentucky, 


20 CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 
Eee — See aaae een 
_—_ SE | -— — — fatal and irresistible inheritance. I! repeated | ** Its ritual is neither -comphacated, expen- | ges and dialects. Perhaps we should not be 
POETRY. MISCELLANEWVUS. |my visit to the dying bed, but all was then still; | sive, nor irksome. Christianity can be carried | going too far, were we to oy. that Sunday 
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For the Christian Secretary. | THE DYING BED choly cares and.attentions of sympathy and love | well where neither gold, silver, gems, nor ma- lracts and books of various kinds, and tur ning 
THE RESURRECTION AND JUDGMENT. : Ke a _ | were useless, for she lay clad in the garments terials for costly array exist, as where they are | the attention of thousands, to the importance 
Mucu has been said and written about a dy- | . ‘ it enjoys no | of Christiamty, been, under God, mainly instry. 


Ilow heauteously the sky is spangled o’er, with 
twinkling stars, ‘ 
How stil ‘he air Low sweet the breath of eve, 
How calmly rides the moon. But bark! a crash 
Of awful thunder ! "tis quite unusual, yes "tis strange, 
That on this lovely eve, a deadly thunder bolt, 
Should deal o’er this sweet mounlight scene, 
Death and destruction round. 
Another crash succeeds; with horror now we sec 
The twinkling stars, fall one ’gainst others. 
Cloth'd with a cloud, and with a rainbow crown’'d, 
On glittering wings an angel now appears, 
With rapid flight: while he upon the sea which with 
grand 
Fury boils: while on the rocking earth the other's 
plac’d, 
With band uplified, and with mighty voice, 
Now, now, he swears by Him who sits in heaven, 
That Time no more sha'l be. 


Imagination has lent her pencil, and 


ing bed. 


} 
' 


| poetry her lay, to aid in describing its terrors or | 


,to excite our sympathies on its behalf. The 
heiress of a throne, or the outcast of a prison, 


‘have contributed to magnify and increase the | 


| triumphs of death. Our ears are perpetually 
pained with the passing deathwail of some de- 
parted soul, or the rumours of a war which the 
| conqueror Death is ever waging with indiscrim- 
inate fury against every son and daughter of an 
|apostate race. And yet how very little of its 
, importance is brought home to the personal ad- 
mission of our liability to its visitation. We 
‘assent to its certainty, we lament its victims, 
and we weep at its solemnities, but we seldom 


Now stern amazement seizes all mankind, | bring away a permanent impression of our vus- 


And piercing cries of wicked mortals 
ITalf rend the flaming vault. 
The earth's on fire; the mountains melt, the bil- 
locks smoke ; } 
The sea cast. up his dead, unnumbered ; 
And loth to lose its prey, its waves with fury rise 
aod swe) 
Almost to heaven. 

See now with horrid noise, the heavens depart; | 
And far above this awful scene, upon a lofty throne, ! 
Our mighty Judge is seated; fall, fall ye rocks, } 
Ye moun‘ ains hide, hide us from the sight of 
Gol, offended God. This piercing cry is beard, 
rom many a lip; but tis in vain, 

To judgment, come to judgment ; 
Now echoes through the air. 


Now clouds of gold and azure, half envelope 


God's own son, who is descending downward, | 

With cherubs guarding round. 

And now with angel strength, his living saints 

Mount upward, in the air to meet their saviour king ; 

And now the graves pour forth their dead in multi- | 
tudes, 

And every spot of earth rises enliven’d. With beauty 

Now each particle helps form a limb, 

Such is the power of God. 

Forth coming from their lengthy sleep, the patri- 
archs rise 

With a celestial youth. 
Leavens are fled, 

The jead are ris’n, and the whole uniyerse, before | 
God’s throne 

Now stand. The books are brought, are open'd ; 

On every face what deep anxiety is mark’d, 

Hlow dread the silence. 

Ilark ! hear now with sweetest voice, the righteous | 
Judge, 

To listing bappiness invites his saints. 

See! how his looks with warm compassion melt, 

See, how with outstretch’d arms he tells them all 

To enter Heaven. Ilere Gabriel give to each 

A throne. They shall be kings and priests. 

See all the angelic hosts, with music, sweeter far, 

Than mortal ear bas ever heard, 

With warm affection, open wide the gilded gate 

Of Heaven, where lofty thrones await the saints. 

Bat hear again! the canting hypocrite, 

The daring Atheist, the bold Free thinker, 

‘The proud Pharisee, all, ali consigned to everlasting 
bight ; 

Now howl], now wail! wail on, but ‘tis in vain! 

Ve 'd better wept before, there’s no cessation now, 

No respite. Now hear your maker with bis awful 

Voice, declare, with vengeance in his look, depart, 
ve wicked. 

© hear the piercing cry, the »gonizing wails, 

The awful shrieks; they sink; the wicked sink, 

To rise nomore. ‘Their smoke ascends, forever and 
forever. 

Ilark, hear now from Heaven the shout ascends, 


The earth, the sea, the. 


Our God is just, it would be just, though all should | 


sink, 
Should sink to Hell. The pit’s mouth is clos’d ; 
And al! is done; is stil; is still! now hear 
The praise that Christ receives. Hear how the scene 
Of C...vary is sung, on golden harps. 
cast 
Thew crowns, their golden crowns at Jesus’ feet. 
See now on that transparent sea, that sea of glass, 
Par! of the saints now stand; while others drink 
Pull draughts from that clear crystal stream, 
Which issues from the throne of God ; 
Wile some reclimmg ‘neath the shade of that ce- 
lestial 
‘Tree. that tree of life, recounting to each other, 
Allthe goodness of their Saviour ; 
Deck’d in full garb of rich, celestial hue, 
Clothed with mghteousness immortal; 
With the righteousness of Christ, their King, 
Their Saviour, their immortal Priest. 


THE SABRATIH. 
BY WM. HOWITT. 
What spell hath o’er the pepulous city pass'd ? 
The wonted current ofits life is staid ; 
Its sports, its gainful schemes are earthward cast, 
As though their vileness were at once display'd ; 
The roar of trade has ceased, and on the air 
Come holy songs, and solemn sounds of prayer. 


Far spreads the charm; From every hamlet spire, 
A note of rest, and beavenward thought ts peal'd; 
By his calm hearth reclines the peasant sire ; 
The toil-worn steed basks i the breezy field. 
Within, without, through farm and cottage blest, 
‘Tis one bright day of gladness and of rest. 


Shines on the hesth bells, and the fern is bending 
In the fresh breeze, in festive garbs | view 


Childbood and age, and buoyant youtb descending. | 


God ! who has pil’d thy wonders round their home, 
’Tis in their love they to thy temple come. 


A stately ship speeds o'er the mighty main, 
O ! many a league from our own happy land ; 
Yet from its heart ascends the choral strain, 
For there its little insolated band, 
Amid the ocean desert’'s awful roar, 
Praise flim whose love links shore to distant shore. 


O'er palmy woods where summer radiance falls, 
In the glad Islands of the Indian main, 
What thronging crowds the Missionary calls 
Yo raise to heaven the christian’s glcrious strain ! 
1.0 ! where engirt by children of the sun. 
Stands the white man and counts his victories won 


In the fierce deserts of a distant zone, 

Mid savage nations, terrible and stern, 
A lonely atom, sever'd from his own, 

The traveller wends, death or renown to earn. 
Parch’d, fasting, wearied, verging to despair, 
He kneels, he prays : hope kindles in his prayer. 


O'er the wide world, blest day, thine influence fi cs ; 
Rest o'er the suff'rer spreads her balmy wings ; 
Love wakes, joy dawns, praise fills the list’ning 

skies ; 
Th’ expanding heart from earth's enchantment 
springs ; 
ITeaven, for one day, withdraws its ancient ban, 
Unbars its gates, and dwells once more with man. 


The Baptist Church in Waterville is now 
supplied with the ministerial labours of Mr. H. 
Fitts, alate student ofthe institution at New- 
ton, 


See how they | 


salage toits dominion. But when the demands 


| of friendship or affection invite us to the dying 
beds of those whom memory hallows in the 
| heart’s best and brightest recollections we feel 
acutely the strange and mysterious bodings of | 
| apprehension steal with silent and resistless | 
| sway over our minds, and a wild throb of anx- 


ious wonder rushes over the soul, as we una- 


| voidably revert to the time when we shall lie a 
| prey to the merciless spoiler. 


A few days past I was called to the dying bed 


complete. She had for the last twelve months 
been gradually preparing for eternity. She 
seemed day by day to become more and more a 


| partaker of that holiness without which no man | 
can see the Lord ; yet in the very bloom of life, | 
none imagined how near her immortal hopes | 


were to their full fruition. \ short illness hur- 


ried her with rapid haste to the grave, but its | 


horrors were subdued by the prowess of her 
Redeemer, and she entered its dreary valley 


leaning securely on the arm of the beloved of 


her soul. She lay perfectly insensible : 
breathing only intimated that the spirit still lin- 
gered in its dissolving tabernacle awaiting its 
final call. 
uot: death was busy on Ins victim, the counte- 
nance was pallid and ghastly in the extreme ; 
and as | looked at the feartul wreck of that 
which was lately so lovely and attractive, now 
exhibiting all the ravages of disease and pain, 
instead of the smiles and joy of health, | felt 


how insignificant the possessions of eat! were | 


in comparison of that peace which ,asseth 
all understanding, of that love which baffles the 
scrutiny of knowledge, o} that imperishable joy 
which no man can give or take away---which 
not only robs horror of its sting and time of its 
triumphs, but which smooths the declivities of 
‘the grave, and throws over the tomb the fade- 
less arch of victory. ‘There is something very 
appalling in the silence of dissolution, the un 
answered salutation, the expressiontess eye and 
lip, and the heedles- and fixed countenance, as 
though the stagnant blood forbade the impulse 


As | look. 


te convey the brightening thought. 


‘former seli, so dreary and desviate, as the shad- 
ows of death were passing heavily and slowly 
along, leaving their stern and dread impress, | 
remembered her peaceful smile, her undevia- 
ting affection, her mistrustless friendship, and 
| the holy tranquility which marked her counte 
‘nance in the house of her God: and i under- 
stood the truth of the wise man’s observation, 
that it is better to go to the house of mourning 
_than to the house ct feasting; for the heart 1s 
| filtered in sorrow, and a death-bed gives us the 
| truest estimate of earthly good. | felt as though 
I was in the presence of an immortal, reading 
| the sealed leaves of a book whuse mysterious 


characters can only be understood in the light 


of eternity. As though the sacred secrets ot 
| the grave were about to unfold to my view, and 
'a thrilling awe crept on my soul as | thought 
{of the bright hosts of angelic convoys hovering 
around the slent chamber awaiting to convey 
the freed spirit toitsGod. And I prayed earn- 
estly that | might be prepared for t e solemn 
| change, and that when the myhty trifles of a 
|} doomed world should fade from my view, my 
soul might enter with equal ecstasy on the im- 
/mensitics of etermty. Her aged mother, who 
has resigned ten children to the tomb, came to 
'her and touching her exclaimed, in accents 
broken by infirmity and sorrow, ‘* Thou art go 
ing my child only a little while before me, | shail 
soon be with thee ; God is working a glorious 


| 
| 
i 
| 


Down from their mountain dwellings, whilst the dew | work on thee, and thou wilt hpacan be tor —— 
{at peace ; and the big tear of suppressed grief 


| rolled heavily on the flushed hectic of youth 
and beauty, breaking up beneath the tuil and 
‘labour of death. ‘Ihe countenance wlile we 
gazed had changed from its tintless hue to the 
brightest glow of health, which mocked our 
hopes with the appearance that some favoura- 
| ble change had occurred, and that she would 
be spared to usa little longer. But it was de- 
lusive and transitory. It was the final strugyle 
of conflicting nature, unwilling to resign its 
power, and tenacivus to the last gasp of its 
broken and conquered authority. Here, 
thought I, isa lesson of invaluable importance, 
but how humiliating! ‘hough a worid could 
assemble and offer her an undisputed throne, 
how incapable of accepting the splendid dis- 
tinction! Though her children were permitted 
to weep and lament around hr, how heediess 
of their sorrows and supplications! And though 
her friends, dear and beloved as they iiave been, 
were to entreat her smiles with all the endear- 
ing blandishments of affection, how senseless 
and supine she slumbers, bound in the rigidity 
of death! And to this we must all come: there 
is no appeal from a law which stamps its seal 
on the smiling brow of helpless infancy, and 
| which urges its penalty on manhood with resist: 
less power. Even the age for which we ail 
pray. with its train of infirmities and weakness- 
es, is only death sporting with life, apparently 
amusing itself with the gradual demolition of a 


temple built by the hands of God, but being pol- 


luted by the leprosy of sin, becomes his by a 


of the grave, and motionless as the evening found in the richest abundance 
shadow on the bosom of the mountain. | in- | uniformity of dress, no vexatious peculiarities in 
dulged in all the luxury of grief, but | sorrowed | the gait, gestures, and postures, of its worship- 
not as they sorrow who have no hope, for I felt | pers ; no magnificent temples or expensive ap 
a holy assurance that I should again meet her | paratus for the celebration ot divine ordinances ; 
in one of those many mansions which our ado-| no technical shibboleth to characterize the doc 
rable Redeemer hath prepared for us, and as/trines of the followers of Jesus. Simplicity and 
she lay so still, so moveless and serene, | invol-| utility are the characteristics of its observances. 


a rapid 


I went to the bedside, but | spoke | 


| of the mind's great deep, or refused its channe: | 


r ‘ ed at her altered furm, the mere outline of her | 
men! Amen! } 


untarily thought 


But sweeter than all rest that holy sleep 

Which draws its curtain round the dying saint, 

Aad lulls tim to vepose--the willing eye, 

With placid smile, lets fall the crimson shade, 

As evening eh dows close the weary flower. 

The teeble pulse, that oft hath wil ily th: obb'd 

With the fi ree rush of passion, dies away, 

More gently than those glowing hues of light 

Which wreathe the mist to oesaty, and resolve 

Their biended c tours roto fight again. 

And tie gied heart, tn whose capacious disk 
Pen thousand sorrows, and ien thousand joys, 

| In sin subdued contention hourly strove 

tf r mastery, forget tieir pueriie straws, 

Aad leave to death the palm of victory. 

She sinks in peace, more tranquil than the beam 

Which steals the dew drop from th’ unconscicus 
rose, 

An bears it backwards to its native skies. 


a EE SN 


As I returned home the solemn thought that we 
had all to die was powerfully echoing in the 


its prime, and | exclaimed, ye have all to die! 


, exempt ye may be from sorrow and distress, ye 
have stulltodie. Irom this there is no escape, 
no refuge in the windings of a pursuit which 
lullows its victim to the very grave. Reader, 
youhavetodie If you bea Cliristian not only 
in the profession of its name, but in the posses- 
~10n of its principles, how welceme will the sig 
nal be! With what un peakable joy and fall of 
iglory will you rejoice in beholding Him who 
hath borne your griets and carried your sor- 
jrows, whose stripes hath healed the wounds 
; Which siu hath mede in your soul, and whose 
death hath burst the barred gates of Heaven 
‘tor your admission. tow will your soul reyoice 
| thats prison-house of clay in bright anticipations 
| ol its glad release—-when you will mingle with 
}the spirits of the just make pertect, and the 
| mytiads of happy unmortais who have washed 
them robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb, and when you wiil behold the 
great and almighty God, and enjoy everlasting 
commumon with him in those cloudless 
gions. 


| 


' Keader, you have to die, and if you be not} 


| prepared, | entreat you to flee from the wrath 
' to come, to the Saviour of sinners, who will be- 
| stow on all that come to Lhim that they may huve 
eternal life. It you die in your sins, where he 
jis you Cannot go; now 1s the acce pted time, and 
now only is the day of Salvation. Religion does 
not clothe herself in the dark shadows of the 
grave, or array her tollowers im the cheerless 
yloum of sorrow and dismay ; but she is brighit- 
| ly robed tn the spotless vestments of peace and 
truth, and she throws the mantle of eternal iove 
around every soul that rejoices in her intluences 
and desires her holy and balmy consolations. 


| 
' 
} 
| 
| 


you will shortly slumber, you who now require 
so much for to please your taste and yi 
your fancy ;—a narrow slip of earth, 
| your dwelling place and darkness your compan- 
lon, and say if this be all that you are now toil- 


; clay, or to decorate the quiver of death with 
jthe perishing gariands of frivolity and dissipa 
jtion. I conjure you as unmortals, labour only 
| for inlinortaity : vive your best cares aad atten- 
, uons to the deathless spirit which mhabits your 
| fleeting dust; let all your thoughts and consid 
| erauions be for the eternity to which you are ra- 
pidly hastening, and you will assuredly find 
that the grave will lose its sting, and death with 
all its terrific horrors will be completely swal- 
lowed up in victory. 


EXTRACTS FROM F. SHOBERL’S WORK 
ON MISSIONS. 


Adaptation of the Christian religion to the character aud 
circumstances of the whole human race. 


of a departing saint, to witness the last strug-| chambers of my mind. I met the aged on bis’ the 
| gles of nature ere the devastation of death was | crutch, youth in bis pastimes, and manhvod in 


Whatever other toi ye have to do, or however | 


re- | 


Chink for a moment on what a narrow bed! 


Piety, truth, justice, purity, peaceableness, be- 
nevolence, and usefuiness of life, are the only 
marks by which it requires the servants of God 
to distinguish themselves from the world * which 
lieth in wickedness.’ 

* Christianity claims the world as the sphere 
of its Operations ; it knows no other locality. I 
commands the nations to give up nothing but 
| What is injurious for them to retain, and pro- 
|poses nothiag for their acceptance but what 


| they are miserable without. It easts no slight 


mental in producing very many of the numer. 


‘land, observes ** that it is estimated that 2) 


ous societies, which so conspicuously adorn the 
time in which we live. 

In a political point of view, they appeal to 
the statesman, philanthropist, and christian. 
Stephen in his pamphlet, onthe state of lre- 
to 


/ 1000 of the common Irish become the victims 


of criminal justice ; not one of the 150,000 ed 


ucated in these schools, has ever been arraign- 
ed forany crime.” In 1815 tt was stated be- 
fore a comnmittee of the English House of Com- 
mons, by a person who had been extensively 
engaged in Sunday Schools, ‘that they had 
never known one of their pupils become a com- 
mon beggar.” The Rev Mr. Dwight of Bos- 


‘ton, who visited a large number ofthe prisons, 


|on any one country by exalting the virtue and, 


| wlory vi another. It represents all people and 
nativis as on a level in the eyes of God—as 
| equally offenders against him, equaily subject 
| to the decisions of his awtul justice, and equal 
ly welcome to the benefits of bis abundant mer- 
icy. its moral and positive duties are equally 
-binding on all to whom the gospel ts made 
Known; its salvation and privileges are open on 
same terms tu all who receive them, without! 
distncuon of ave, renk, taleut, or country ;— 
}and is tremendous Genunciations will be exe- 
cuted on all who reject or abuse it, without par 


escape. 


| 

outward conuition ot 
/pertorm; while it contams the germ of every 
/priaciple necessary tu render the throne stable, 
(the uation prosperous, the tamily happy, the mn 


} quire no comment, 


inthe Un ted States says, ** he has not heard of 
a child belonging to the Sunday School, who 
has been contined by public authority.” These 
are facts which speak for themselves ; they re- 
S_S. Meg. 


CHILDRE (“S DEPARTMENT, 
NEW YAS DAY, Ot THE MEASURING. 

‘Now, girls,’ said Clement to his sisters, 
“as we have finished our nuts and apples, let 
us go and measure how much we have grown 
the ‘ast year. You know that on this day 
twelvemonth father marked with his veneil, on 


‘ ‘the shutter, the exact heigh’ of each, with our 
tality and without the possibilty of appeal or | 


‘** it commands nothing inconsistent with the | 
nations or individuals to | 


names against them: | dare say | have overtop- 
ped you finely.” 

‘Not so much as you fancy,” answered 
Anne; ‘for | am sure Louisa grows quite as 
fast, and lam nota great way behind her.” 

cried Clement; and 


‘Seeing is believing,” 
away they all ranto the window. ‘They pulled 


)}dividual virtuous, aud the soul eternally bless | «ie curtaim aside. and began busily to seek for 


| ed. 


Christianity 1s the only religron fitted for) py. pencil marks ; but in vain. 


\ll agreed as 


| | 
juniversal aduption, and the only one capable ot | 4, the place that they should have been found 


conducting the world to namortal felicity. — tt 


is theretore the duty of all who expect to be | 


saved by Christ to do their utmost for the ex 
iensiun of « hristian kKnowledge.’—Ur. Muner. 
hilects of Missions even in their infancy 

** In those countries where our missions haves 


pained a marked ascendancy, there Is scarcely 


lmischief. 


in, yet none could find them. 

‘*| dectlare,”’ exclaimed Clement, in bitter 
vexation, ** that stupid new servant has done the 
I saw her scrubbing away at the 


-warinscot some time age, bu little thought she 


one spot, however much secluded, mnpervious | 


to their all-pervading hight and heart. Even 


| while they are grossly misrepresented and spo- | 


ken avainst, they are checking the undue exer- 


and opening the prison-doors to those that are 


cise of power ; raising the standard of morals ; | 
literally proclaiming liberty to the captives, | 


bound ; diffusing abroad tie light of scence ard 


‘literature ; undermining the talse systems of 


religion agamst which they have to contend ;— 
wultipying those charitable institutions which 


have tor their object the relief of suffering hu- | 
‘pleasure, or feel pride in things that may be 


/manity; vanquishing infidelity by the most di- 
‘rect aud powertul of ail arguments, by living 
| exhibitions of the truths of « hristianity ; chang- 
‘ing the face of our colomes, and accelerating 
will suuner or later u-ber in the kingdom of the 
| world, as the kingdom of our Lurd and his 
Cirist. — Dr. Philip. 


LETTER FROM M::. BIRD. 


v gentleman in thas city, dated Multa, Septem- 
| ber 19, 1828. 


‘member ofa church could be brought to exam. 
line himseli, as uf before the bar of God, 1m re- 
gard to the foliowing point, viz. 
that he, inhis professed dedication of himself to 
Christ, actually consecrated to his service und use 

i strongly suspect that in too many Cases it 
)} would be found, that in that solemn transaction, 
the professor had no special regard to any thing, 
‘in connection with himseli, but simply his sou/, 
and that too, not so much tn its present, as in its 
|future state:—that he had litle idea o. enga 


ging his body for the iabour, his substance for ' pased 
acquaintance with earthly learning ? 
| 


the expense, and his powers of mind for devis- 


was Washing off our veasures.” 

His sisters joined tn his lamentation, and then 
they began to dispute as to who would have 
proved the quickest grower of the three. 

Atlast them father said he believed he could 
settle the question. 

* How can you, father, when the marks are 
quite gone 7” 

**I considered their loss as likely to happen 
during the year. and noted down in my memo- 
randum book the exact height of each of you.” 

The children were very glad ; and while their 
father was looking over his notes, he said to 
them—** How little reason we have to take 


swep away ina moment! [tis the folly of man- 


kind to believe that their names shall endure 
for ever, when they have called their houses 


the approach of - *t inoral revolution which 


and lands atter their names. or put them upon 
sume monument of their own vanity. Nothing 
is worthy to be had in remembrance, that is 
not meet to be recorded in the Book of Life.” 

Having found his memorandum, he now 


' measured the shutter with a little foot rule, and 


any Extract of a letter from the Kev. Isaue Bird, to: 
dust tor} 


What it was, 


ing fur—to glut the grave with your pampered | It were devoutly to be wished that every 


made the marks as they were before, saying 
that they were exactly the same distance from 
the ground. 

Clement had the pleasure of finding himself 
more grown Curing the year than either of his 
sisters ; and indced he looked very tall aj@att. 

‘- Now, my dear children,” said their father, 
when they had once more seated themselves 


-near the cheerful fire, ** you are satisfied by 
knowing by how much your heads are nearer 


to the sky than they were twelve months since ; 
but have you asked yourselves whether your 
souls have been drawing nigh unto heaven ?— 


whether you have grown in grace as in stature ? 


ing the ways and means, necessary to fill the, 
}earth as soun as possible with the glory of) 


| Christ :—that, with regard to these things, he 


‘ Christianity, as revealed in the Holy Scrip-| reserved to himself the liberty, to an indefinite | 
and in favour with God and man. 


tures, is the only religion which is in all re-| extent, of enjoying such amusements and to! 
spects adapted to the moral state of the whole | lowing such occupations as are commonly cal 
world; hence it possesses an indisputable and | led :nnocent,—-only pledging his spirit, when all 


unrivalled claim to universal preierence The 
positive declarations of its divine author prove 
it to be intended for the whole family of man ; 
and its doctrines, precepts, and ritual, all unite 
to declare its suiiableness to the internal char- 
acter and external circumstances of sinfui 
creatures in every state of society and in every 
part of the earth. 

‘Its doctrines, though in some particulars 
above the comprehension of man in the present 
infancy of his being, are vet remarkably adapt- 
ed to exercise his intellectual faculties, and all 
in perfect conformity with the dic.ates of sound 
reason. Their unequalled sublimity imparts 


utmost refinements of human wisdom could 
never produce. ‘Their certainty brings the 
world out of that maze of endless perplexities, 


sages wandered, and led after them the blinded 
multitude. The powerful support which the 
doctrines of Christianity afford to the hopes ot 
the guilty, pacifies the conscience, purifies the 
heart, and gladdens the countenance. ‘Their 
greatness enlarges the soul and raises it to God: 
while their fulness and variety furnish endless 
topics of thought and exhastless sources of 
pleasure. Most of them are easily understood, 
and they are full of consolation to the truly peni- 
tent and to the upright in heart. 

‘Its precepts are all simple. holy, reasona- 
ble, and useful to man in every capacity and in 
every relation of life : and man’s dependence on 
the Supreme Being, his circumstances in the 
world, the desires of his immortal nature, and 
the testimony of his conscience, all prove it to 
| be both his duty and his interest to obey. 


an elevated character to the mind, which the| 


in which the best and most enlightened pagan | 


iis earthly empl yments shall be finished, to be 
ieitas a sort of bequest to the Saviour. Be- 
cause Christ came into the world and spilled 


seems to be made, on some unthinking minds, 


that when one has given up the soul to the Ke- 


its appurtenances, the man without his pos 
sessions ; or as if he had no claim upon us, ex- 


i 


cept that which results trom his purchase. ‘+ Ye 


and whether the knowledge of your Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ has increased like your 


The children did not expect this question : 
they looked on each other, and were silent. 
Their father went on :——** Of the infant Jesus 


‘itis said, that he grew in wisdom and in stature, 


He who left 


_usan example that we should tread in his steps, 
has mercifully caused this to be written as a 


pattern for children. ‘To be proud of your 
growth in size and age, if your faith and holi- 


ness do not likewise increase, is to glory in 


his blood for the soul, the strange impression your shame. 


Every opportunity that the past 
year has afforded you of hearing faithful teach- 
ers, or studying Giod’s word, nay, of looking 


deemer, he has answered all bis demands . = upon his wonderful works which surround you, 
if the Saviour had purchased the soul without) !f not improved to the profit of your souls, is 


written against them in that terrible book out 


of which the dead shoul! be judged. Alas, my 
children! not a day of that year which we look 


fools and bind! for whether is greater, the back so gaily upon, but has left against us many 
-acharge of ingratitude, unbelief, neglect of 
| God, forgetfulness of the Saviour, and resis 


yold, or the temple that sanctified the gold ; 
whether ts greater, the gift, or the altar that 
sanctified the gift 1’ But it is pleasant to see 
the followers of Jesus evidently acquiring more 
definite and more adequate views of Christian 
duty,—becoming more sensible that Christ has 


vice,—and avoiding more and more such em- 
ployments and diversions as have no other re- 
commendation than that they have no hurt 
them.— WV. Y. Obs. 


SU.sDAY SCHOOLS. 

~ EFFECTS OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
We cannot forbear noticing some of the more 
prominent and distinguished re ults. And that 


2095,.245 Bibles and 3,144,383 
and translated and published the scriptures, 


either entire or in parts. in 147 different langua- 


| 


a demand on theirs as well as them in his ser-| children were very : 
‘father said, and they secretly recalled to mind 


how very often they had knowingly é 
in without even having felt remorse for their guilt. 


é 
| mendable virtue. s 
~| man, a bold man, anda steady man ; he is to be 


trusted and relied upon. 


tance against the Holy Spirit’ Our sins have 


‘taken such hold upon us, that we may well be 
| ” 
unable to look up. 


[here was a silence for some minutes: the 
much affected at what their 


offended, 


—Youth’s Friend. 


Intecrity.—Integrity is 4 great and com- 
A man of integrity is a true 


No bribes can cor- 
rupt him, no fear daunt him ; his word is slow 


incoming, but sure. He shines brightest 


which stands most conspicuous in the catalogue | the fire, and his friend hears of him most, when 
of achie ements, is the birth of an institution, |p, most needs him 
which is the glory and praise of the present age, | ganger, and conquers opposition by constancy. 
the British and foreign Bible Society ; a socie-| as he eannot be flattered or frighted into that 
ty which has, since its institution, issued) he dislikes, so he hates flattery and temporising 
| estaments, | in others. 
| the times—with right, 


His courage grows with 


He runs with truth, and not with 
and not with might. 


Penn's advice to his Children. 


— Sib, to 
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